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October 2, 2019 

On behalf of the team at Cherokee Nation Businesses (CNB), we are pleased to provide public 

officials and the community at-large with detailed information about our background, along with 

information on our plans for a world-class economic development project in Pope County, anchored 

by Legends Resort & Casino Arkansas. Our proposed $225 million investment will provide a positive 

economic impact to Pope County and Russellville – attracting tourism and recurring tax revenue. 

As a result of the comprehensive vetting process put in place at the county level in which we and all 

other potential operators participated, we are honored to have received the resolution of support of 

the Pope County Quroum Court. Copies of the Economic Development Agreement and Resolution 

No. 2019-R-014 – both executed on August 13, 2019 – are provided at the end of this booklet.

In early September, we further solidified our long-term commitment to Pope County by establishing 

our own roots in the community with our office in downtown Russellville located at 116 S. Commerce 

Avenue. This is a place where people can visit and get to know us personally as a business and as an 

operating partner. Its also a place where members of the community have visited day in and day out 

since opening to learn exciting details of our project, including future employment opportunities. 

We continue moving forward with our plans to develop Legends Resort & Casino Arkansas, and 

look forward to receiving the license after the November 18 application deadline put in place by the 

Arkansas State Racing Commission. 

Sincerely,

Chuck Garrett

Chief Executive Officer

Cherokee Nation Businesses
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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• Casino & Sportsbook
• Dining Venues
• Hotel & Spa
• Meeting & Conference Center

• Resort Pool
• Outdoor Music Venue
• Outdoor Water Park
• RV & Dog Park

In addition, CNB embodies the key characteristics needed to operate a gaming facility in Pope 
County, outlined as follows:

Cherokee Nation Businesses (CNB) is pleased to provide its plans for a world-class economic 
development project in Pope County, Arkansas, valued at $225 million. Legends Resort & Casino 
is a stunning entertainment destination that will attract visitors from across the region and bring 
legendary entertainment to Pope County. 

Throughout CNB’s 30-year history in gaming operations, it has achieved success through doing 
business the right way — by honoring partnerships, thoughtful planning and following through with 
its commitments. 

CNB is deeply rooted in Arkansas and shares a communal connection to its people and heritage.

In the past 10 years, CNB has purchased more than $83 million in goods and services from local 
Arkansas vendors. It also employs 200 Arkansas residents and already provides entertainment 
options for more than 275,000 individuals across the state. 

In order to bring the best entertainment options to Arkansas, CNB entered into a consulting 
agreement with Legends – a global leader in designing, planning and realizing exceptional 
experiences in sports, entertainment and leisure – founded by the Dallas Cowboys and the 
New York Yankees.

This strategic advantage, along with our commitment to the community, positions CNB as the 
operator of choice for Pope County.  

From luxury resort-style entertainment, to family fun at the water park and the excitement of 
year-round concerts, this $225 million investment will offer “Something for Everyone,” through the 
following amenities:
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A RESPECTED GAMING & ENTERTAINMENT OPERATOR 

30-year History, 10 Facilities

Never Closed a Facility or Performed Layoffs

Never Defaulted on a Loan or Project Debt

Seasoned Construction Management Team

Experienced Hospitality Amenities Developer  

  Successful Gaming Consulting Company Owner 

Experienced Leadership Team with More than 100 Years of Combined Gaming Experience 

Committed to Key Operational Priorities:

• Safety & Security 

• Responsible Operations

• Buying, Hiring & Sourcing Locally

• Employer of Choice 

• Community Improvement
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AN ICONIC SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT, EVENTS 
& HOSPITALITY EXPERIENTIAL CONSULTANT – LEGENDS
An Industry-leading Sports, Entertainment & Hospitality Agency

Operates the Two Most Successful Venues in the United States

A FINANCIAL POWERHOUSE
More than $1 B in Assets

2018 Annual Revenues: $1.1 B

Operating Debt-free

Cash-on-Hand in Excess of Amount Needed for the Entire Project

Immediate Access to $150 MM in Credit, with the Ability to Upsize to $500 MM 

COMMITTED TO LONG-TERM SUCCESS IN POPE COUNTY
Offering a Legendary Economic Development Plan Valued at $225 MM

10-year Economic Impact Statewide: $5 B+ 

IMMEDIATE DRIVER OF TOURISM & TAX REVENUE
Resort & Casino Anticipates Being Operational in 18 Months After a License is 
Issued & All Permits are Received

Resort & Casino Projects More than 1.1 MM Annual Guest Visits

Projected Tax Revenues over the Course of the 10-year License:

• $21-$31 MM for the Arkansas State Racing Commission

• $49-$67 MM for Pope County & the City of Russellville

• $131-$246 MM for the State of Arkansas

Cherokee Nation Businesses is more than just a gaming operator — it’s a dedicated 
and trustworthy community partner with the experience needed to make this economic 
development plan a success.

We invite you to find out how our experience makes us “The Operator of Choice 
for Pope County.”
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Cherokee Nation Businesses is pleased to provide its plans for a world-class economic 
development project in Pope County, Arkansas, valued at $225 million.

Legends Resort & Casino is a stunning entertainment destination that will attract visitors 
from across the region. 

Developed with the needs of the community in mind, it offers something for everyone with 
its own brand of relaxed luxury. Visitors will experience refined surroundings with a casual 
weekend vibe that’s part pure energy, part relaxed escape. Its thoughtfully planned venues 
and diverse entertainment choices create the perfect setting for guests to feel and be 
legendary.

The architecture and design of Legends Resort & Casino is influenced by the distinctive 
natural landscape of the Arkansas River Valley. Throughout the resort and casino property, 
guests will enjoy a celebration of Arkansas’ legendary figures in sports, music and 
entertainment; its cuisine; and landscape of The Natural State.
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11

CNB’s development plan includes the following:

•  Approximately 50,000 square feet of gaming space, accommodating 1,200 slot machines 
and 32 table games.

• A 200-room luxury hotel with resort pool and spa.

•  Dining establishments with a total of 600 seats.

•  Approximately 15,000 square feet of multipurpose space for meetings, conferences, concerts 
and special events. This space will have its own separate entrance from the casino in an 
effort to attract family-style events to the area.

• A water, dog and RV park

• An outdoor music venue with the ability to accommodate 5,000 people

SPORTS BETTING 
Legends Resort & Casino will feature an upscale sports-betting area offering the latest in 
wagering and display technology, featuring ultra-HD televisions and LED video walls. Guests 
will have access to multiple betting windows, as well as self-service betting kiosks. CNB also 
is evaluating the desirability of a mobile sports betting offering that would allow guests to 
continue to enjoy safe and secure access to CNB’s sports betting capabilities throughout the 
state of Arkansas. 

• 200        
  rooms

• Pool

• Spa

HOTEL

• Grab & go concept

• Sports bar

• Center bar

• Food hall

• Steakhouse

FOOD & BEVERAGE 

• 15,000 
   square feet 
   of multi-purpose 
 space for:
 - Weddings
 - Conferences & 
  banquets
 - Concerts

CONFERENCE 
CENTER

GAMING

• 50,000
  square-foot      
  casino

• 1,200 slot   
 machines

• 32 table 
  games

SPORTS BETTING

• Sportsbook located  
 within a high-end  
 sports bar

• CNB will partner  
 with an experienced 
 sportsbook operator 
 & platform provider

PROJECT DETAILS



PROJECT 
HIGHLIGHTS
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CASINO
Immerse yourself in the sights and sounds of 50,000 square feet of exciting gaming, 
including 1,200 slot machines and 32 table games. With its elegant atmosphere amid lively 
bars and culinary choices, this is where legends are made and fun is always on tap.
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SPORTSBOOK
Experience the thrill of live sports betting at our sportsbook, perfectly situated in our 
luxurious sports bar complete with LED video walls. It’s the perfect escape to meet up 
with friends, catch the big game and make it a night to remember.



15 15

DINING VENUES
Something different. Something bold. Something grab-and-go. Whatever you’re in the 
mood for, you’ll find it at our exciting mix of dining venues, each with its own flavor of relaxed 
elegance. Savor prime cuts in our luxurious steakhouse. Enjoy the social scene at our upscale 
sports bar. Find an irresistible new favorite at our food hall. Or just kick back and unwind at our 
center bar, in the heart of it all.
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HOTEL & SPA
From the moment you’re greeted, you’ll know you’re in for an incredible stay. Each of our 
200 luxurious rooms is a retreat of its own. Plush comforts and lush views surround you, 
with everything you need — including fun and refined dining — right on property. While 
you’re here, take in the moment and renew your spirit in our beautiful and welcoming spa.
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MEETING & CONFERENCE CENTER
Soaring ceilings. Rich, modern comforts. Every refined detail of our 15,000 square feet of event 
space lets you know you’re in for something special. With its own dedicated entrance, this 
grand venue lends an extraordinary atmosphere to conferences, banquets, weddings, family 
entertainment and concerts.
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RESORT POOL
Our gorgeous resort pool is a destination of its own, with its meandering blue coves, swim-up 
bar and private cabanas. Situated next to relaxed restaurants with patio dining and an outdoor 
stage, the fun continues even after the sun sets.
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OUTDOOR MUSIC VENUE
Catch the music festival vibe at our outdoor concerts, where the songs are served up with 
sunshine and starlight. With beautiful spots for gathering and fun concessions, you’ll be the 
star of the show, no matter who takes the stage.
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OUTDOOR WATER PARK
You won’t want the day to end at this crystal-blue water park unlike any other. From beautiful 
areas to play and lounge, to beachy dining and poolside drinks, we poured laid-back luxury 
into every feature. Enjoy memory-making entertainment for all ages.



RV & DOG PARK
The outdoor beauty of The Natural State sets the stage for our scenic and inviting RV & dog 
park. Enjoy modern amenities, including a fun area for playing fetch, all thoughtfully designed 
to serve our 100 large RV sites. And if you’re ready for a little excitement or pampering, it’s a 
short walk to our world-class gaming and dining.
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Located north 
of Interstate 40 
between two existing 
exits, the site offers 
tremendous access, 
yet is separated from 
Russellville to ensure 
minimal disruption 
to existing traffic 
patterns and busy 
intersections.

Legends Resort & Casino will be situated northeast of Russellville on land located just north of 
Interstate 40 between the Weir Road exit to the west and Bradley Cove Road exit to the east.

The primary road frontage for Legends Resort & Casino will be along Hob Nob Road, 
which runs along the eastern boundary of the site and turns west directly through the site, 
connecting Bradley Cove Road and Weir Road. 

PROPOSED LOCATION
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ECONOMIC IMPACT
The total economic impact of Legends Resort & Casino is projected to exceed 
$5 billion statewide in the first 10 years. The project is expected to generate 
more than 1,000 direct jobs in the Russellville area.

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT: $5 B+ 
OVER A 10-YEAR PERIOD STATEWIDE

Assumptions: Based on Amendment 100. Approximately seven jobs created per $1 MM invested with an average wage of $28 K. Output is estimated to be $116 MM. Job multiplier is 
assumed to be four jobs per $1 MM invested with an average wage of $38 K.

Annual Operations Impact: Direct jobs based on phase 1 jobs count with an average salary of $42 K. Multiplier jobs are assumed to be 110 indirect jobs per 100 direct jobs based on 
Little Rock Metro Chamber report with an average wage of $38 K.

Total economic impact does not include economic development agreement with Pope County. 

Output is a factor from the Oklahoma City University (OCU) Economic Impact report created for Cherokee Nation.

TEMPORARY JOBS

Total Temporary Jobs 2,475

Construction 1,575

Indirect/Induced 900

PERMANENT JOBS

Total Permanent Jobs 2,100

Direct 1,000

Indirect 1,100

JOBS
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10-YEAR TAX REVENUE RANGES

$21 – $31 MM

Arkansas State
Racing Commission

$49 – $67 MM

Pope County
& Russellville

$131 – $246 MM

State of 
Arkansas

Taxes inclusive of gaming, sales, property and income.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
In addition to the $225 million project investment, CNB has entered into an economic 
development agreement with Pope County that will provide more than $38 million to 
various municipalities, fire protection districts and agencies once the license is awarded. 
An annual payment of more than $2 million will be provided to beneficiaries as specified in 
the economic development agreement. A copy of this agreement is available on page 30.

Legends Resort & Casino will generate significant tax benefits. 

Over the course of the license, Legends Resort & Casino is projected to generate between 
$201 and $344 million for the Arkansas State Racing Commission, Pope County and 
Russellville and for the state of Arkansas.

ANNUAL INCENTIVES
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ANNUAL INCENTIVES
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CONCLUSION

Legends Resort & Casino is a world-class economic development project that offers 
“Something for Everyone.”

Several advantages set CNB apart as “The Operator of Choice for Pope County.”

Respected Gaming Owner & Operator

The Strength of an Iconic Sports & Entertainment Consultant

Financial Powerhouse with No Debt

Committed to Long-term Success in Pope County

Immediate Driver of Tourism & Recurring Tax Revenue

Our $225 million investment will provide a positive economic impact in Pope County, 
creating jobs, tourism and tax revenue. Our experience in gaming and in project and 
construction management, along with our financial strength and history with the state of 
Arkansas, is why we’ve already earned the support of local and county officials.

As proven and trustworthy community partners, CNB has the experience to make this 
economic development plan a success. We are dedicated to making a legendary impact for 
Pope County.

That’s what makes CNB “The Operator of Choice for Pope County.” 
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ECONOMIC
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RESOLUTION OF
SUPPORT
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LegendsArkansas.com


